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Program Overview -
Accredited for 26.5 CPD Hours

The Middle East and North Africa Clinical Toxicology
Association (MENATOX) recently held its annual scientific
meeting and conference from February 8th to 11th, 2024, at
the Novotel Abu Dhabi Al Bustan, United Arab Emirates.

Program Highlights
MENATOX 2024 featured a comprehensive program with
three tracks and various workshops, delving into a broad
range of topics in clinical toxicology. Attendees engaged in
sessions covering Critical Care, Emergency Medicine,
Pediatrics, Occupational and Environmental Exposures, Drugs
of Abuse, CBRNE Hazards, and Analytical Toxicology.

Specialized Workshops
The conference offered a range of specialized workshops,
including medical toxicology for residents in-training, Safe
Management of Chemicals, Biomonitoring, and Environmental
Chemicals of Concern, a research and poison information
center training workshop by the UK NIHR RIGHT4 Group,
snake and scorpion envenomations, and pesticide poisoning
prevention.

Event Supporters
MENATOX 2024 received invaluable support from key
sponsors, including the Abu Dhabi’s Department of Health as
the Diamond Sponsor; the Department of Culture and Tourism
– Abu Dhabi as the Destination Partner; and as endorsed by
the Emirates Society of Emergency Medicine (ESEM), and the
Emirates Collaboration for Residents in Emergency Medicine
(ECREM). The meticulous logistics and planning were expertly
handled by Wide Conferences and Exhibitions.

In retrospect, MENATOX 2024 stands as a testament to the
convergence of knowledge, collaboration, and innovation in
the field of clinical toxicology.
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MENATOX 2024
Organizing Committee
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4 Badria Alhatali, MD
Chair, MENATOX 2024
President, MENATOX

Ziad Kazzi, MD
Chair,Organizing Committee

Past President, MENATOX

Nadeem Alduaij, MD, MPH
Chair, Scientific Committee
Past President, MENATOX



MENATOX Board of Directors
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Dr. Badria Alhatali
President

Dr. Nahar Al Rewaili
Treasurer

Dr. Waleed Awad Salem
Secretary

Dr. Bruno Megarbane
Member at Large

Dr. Aynur Sahin
Member at Large

Dr. Muhammad Elamin
Member at Large

Dr. Ziad Kazzi
Past President
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MENATOX 2024
Partners and
Sponsors
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Pre-Conference Highlights12
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Mr. Mazen Malkawi, Regional Advisor for Environmental
Health at WHO EMRO, provided a thorough overview of
WHO's activities, emphasizing the safe management of
chemicals and the Global Framework on Chemicals. His
insights highlighted WHO's impactful initiatives in public
health, safety, and chemical management, with a
specific focus on the crucial role of Poison Information
Centers.

This presentation offered valuable insights into WHO's
contributions and underscored the pivotal role of Poison
Information Centers in promoting health and safety
across the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

Dr. Jerry Thomas, Associate Director for Science at the
CDC, offered a succinct overview of the CDC's
environmental laboratory, emphasizing the National
Biomonitoring Study (NHANES). This periodic study,
conducted by the National Center for Environmental
Health, plays a pivotal role in monitoring environmental
exposures in the United States.

Dr. Thomas's presentation provided key insights into the
CDC's cutting-edge laboratory practices and the
significant contributions of NHANES in safeguarding
public health through thorough environmental monitoring.
His talk underlined the CDC's commitment to advancing
our understanding of environmental impacts on health
within the USA.



Conference
Highlights
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The MENATOX Conference 2024 unfolded as a remarkable four-day event at the Novotel Abu Dhabi Al Bustan, bringing
together experts, professionals, and enthusiasts in the field of clinical toxicology. The conference showcased a dynamic
mix of knowledge exchange, innovation, and collaborative spirit in the heart of Abu Dhabi.

Three Tracks of Programing
With three dedicated ballrooms hosting
parallel tracks, the conference provided a
diverse range of perspectives and insights.
Attendees could seamlessly navigate between
sessions, tailoring their experience to align
with their specific interests.

Exhibits
An entire ballroom dedicated to exhibits
became a hub of discovery, featuring
cuttingedge technologies, research, and
services. This space facilitated networking
opportunities and the exchange of ideas
among participants and exhibitors.

Mezzanine Workshops
The mezzanine area of the Novotel Abu Dhabi
Al Bustan housed additional meeting rooms,
creating an intimate space for focused
workshops. These sessions, conducted by
experts, allowed for in-depth discussions and
hands-on learning, adding a practical
dimension to the conference.

International Collaboration and Networking
Colleagues from around the world gathered to
share their expertise, fostering a global
perspective on clinical toxicology.



Opening Ceremony
Highlights
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The MENATOX Conference 2024 commenced with an
inspiring Opening Ceremony, marked by the presence of
esteemed leaders in clinical toxicology and public health.
Notably, Dr. Asma Al Mannaie, Executive Director of the
Research and Innovation Center at the Department of Health -
Abu Dhabi, delivered a compelling speech, emphasizing the
importance of collaboration and shared knowledge in
advancing the field. It was also attended by Dr. Saleh Al Ali,
Executive Director of the Center of Emergency Preparedness
and Response - Abu Dhabi.

The commencement of the MENATOX Conference 2024 was
not just an Opening Ceremony; it was a historic moment
marking the first year anniversary of the Abu Dhabi Poison and
Drug Information Service. 
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During the MENATOX Conference's opening ceremony, distinguished awards were presented to exceptional individuals
and entities in recognition of their outstanding contributions.

ANNUAL MENATOX ADVOCACY FOR CLINICAL
TOXICOLOGY AWARD

Dr. Saleh Al Ali
Executive Director,
Center of Emergency Preparedness and Response
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

ANNUAL MENATOX ADVOCACY FOR POISON
INFORMATION SERVICES AWARD

Dr. Asma Al Mannaei
Executive Director, Research and Innovation Center
Department of Health
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates



Awards Ceremony
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ANNUAL SAID AL MAZROUI RESIDENT OF THE
YEAR (2024)

Dr. Zaid Al Khabouri
Emergency Medicine Resident,
Oman Medical Specialty Board

ANNUAL MENATOX OUTSTANDING SERVICE
AWARD

Dr. Afra Al Suwaidi
In-Training Fellow, Emory University
United States of America



Awards Ceremony

17
M

EN
A

T
O

X
 C

O
N

FE
R

EN
C

E 
2

0
2

4

AWARD OF APPRECIATION

Dr. Alvin Bronstein
President Elect, America’s Poison Centers

Chief of Emergency Medical Services and Injury Prevention
System Branch Department of Health, State of Hawaii, USA



Awards Ceremony
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AWARD OF APPRECIATION

Department of Culture and Tourism
Represented by Mr. Mubarak Alshamsi,
Director of the Abu Dhabi Department of Culture and Tourism



Keynote and Plenary Session Highlights19
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Keynote Session: Dr. Alvin Bronstein

Dr. Alvin Bronstein, President Elect of America's Poison
Centers, delivered a keynote highlighting the vital roles
of poison centers in public health and clinical
toxicology. He also presented a plenary talk on the
National Data Poison System's structure and its crucial
functionalities in promoting public health. Dr. Bronstein's
insights provided a comprehensive overview of the
indispensable contributions of poison centers to
safeguarding public well-being and advancing clinical
toxicology practices.

Plenary Session: Mr. Ahmed Alhatlan

Mr. Ahmed Alhatlan, Director of Data Management at
the Gulf Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(GCDC), offered a comprehensive overview of GCDC
during his presentation. He highlighted potential areas
of collaboration between GCDC and clinical toxicology
in the GCC region.

This session was moderated by Dr. Vikas Kapil, the
Chief Medical Officer & Associate Director for Science
at the Center for Global Health (CGH) Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta,
Georgia.



Conference
Highlights
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The MENATOX Conference 2024 was a celebration of diversity in thought, a nexus of innovation, and a testament to the vibrant
community driving advancements in clinical toxicology.

As the event concluded, participants left with enriched knowledge, strengthened connections, and a shared commitment to the
ongoing progress in the field.
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During the MENATOX Conference, Dr. Grzegorz Brudecki, Associate Director at G42 Wastewater Monitoring Laboratory,
delivered a compelling presentation on "Identification and Measurement of Environmental Toxins" on the conference's
inaugural day. This session provided valuable insights into advanced techniques for assessing environmental toxins,
setting the stage for knowledge-sharing right from the start.

Later in the conference, on the third day, Dr. Wael Elamin, Consultant in Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at G42
Healthcare, took the stage. His presentation, "AI and Healthcare," explored the transformative impact of Artificial
Intelligence in the healthcare landscape, showcasing innovative solutions and advancements. Both speakers from G42
Healthcare contributed significantly to the diverse and informative sessions throughout the MENATOX Conference.

Conference
Highlights



Conference
Highlights
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On the final day of the MENATOX Conference, Response Systems International, Ltd (R-S-I) took center stage to enlighten
attendees on Chemical and Radiological Decontamination. This crucial session delved into cutting-edge methods and
strategies for managing and mitigating the impact of chemical and radiological exposures.



Conference
Highlights
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At the culmination of the third day of the MENATOX Conference, a noteworthy special meeting unfolded, exploring "The
Roles of Poison Information Centers in the LMICs and EMRO Countries in Safe Management of Pesticides." In collaboration
with Crop Life Africa Middle East, this session cast a spotlight on the pivotal functions of Poison Information Centers in
Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) and Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (EMRO) nations regarding the safe
management of pesticides.

The meeting served as a dedicated forum for in-depth discussions, providing a platform to exchange insights on the
unique challenges and opportunities tied to pesticide management in these regions. The collaboration between
MENATOX and Crop Life Africa Middle East underscored a shared commitment to knowledge-sharing and the promotion
of safer practices in handling pesticides.



Hosting of International
Clinical Toxicology
Associations
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MENATOX proudly hosted distinguished representatives from
other international clinical toxicology associations.

Among the esteemed guests were Professor Paul Dargan,
President-Elect of the European Association of Clinical
Toxicologists and Poison Centres, Dr. Stephanie Hon,
President of the American Board of Applied Toxicology and
representing the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology
(AACT), and Dr. Peter Akpunonu, Chief of Medical Toxicology
Division at the University of Kentucky, representing the
American College of Medical Toxicology (ACMT).

The presence of these eminent figures highlighted the
collaborative spirit that MENATOX fosters on a global scale.
Each representative brought forth their wealth of expertise and
experience, contributing to a rich exchange of ideas and
insights during the conference. The event served as a
testament to MENATOX's commitment to creating a platform
for international collaboration and knowledge-sharing within
the dynamic field of clinical toxicology.



Dorothy Aywak Kenya Pharmacist -  Head of PIC, Nairobi

Dr. Francis Orata Omoto
Kenya

Associate Professor and Researcher of Analytical
Chemistry and Toxicology at MMUST, Kakamega.

Ibrahim Chikowe Malawi
Scientist & Lecturer - Chemical,

Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN)
Materials, National Task Force Member

Mahiya Nabilla Rosaria
Abdul Hamid

Malaysia
Pharmacist - National Poisons Information Centre,

Penang, Malaysia

Dr. Herve Koni Namibia
Physician, Medical Toxicologist. 

Pg Dip Graduate

Dr. Rajesh Sharma Nepal
Co-investigator and Lead Specialist in Poison
Information (Lead SPIs) of Poison Information

Center, TUTH Nepal

Dr. Fatima Ayessah B. Ingkagan Philippines
Toxicology Fellow at the University of the
Philippines - Philippine General Hospital

Mervat Ghallabi Yemen Emergency Medicine Consultant

Karwan Yasin Mohammed Kurdistan
Senior Emergency Medicine Specialist, Director of

Rozhawa Emergency

Dr. Vildan Özer Türkiye Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine

National Institute for Health
Research (NIHR) Scholarship
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The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) and in collaboration with the
Edinburgh Medical School, funded  scholars to cover full attendance at the
MENATOX 2024 conference and provided travel and accommodation
expenses. MENATOX proudly sponsored the registration of the following 10
Participants awarded a scholarship from the NIHR RIGHT4 Project:

This initiative aimed to combat deaths from acute poisoning in low and
middle-income countries. Remarkably, the scholarship included sessions with
focus on key areas of the Poison Centre Development such as poisons
information provision, chemical management, implementing WHO guidelines,
and accessing essential Poison Information Centre (PIC) databases.



Oral Abstracts
and Posters
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The MENATOX Conference 2024 showcased an impressive
array of research contributions, with a total of 57 abstracts
submitted. From this pool, 46 outstanding abstracts were
selected for presentation, with 9 of them designated as oral
presentations, highlighting the depth and diversity of the
scientific discourse.

At the awards ceremony, Dr. Michael Mullins (Professor,
Washington University School of Medicine in Saint Louis)
took the stage to present the honors. With an air of
anticipation, he announced the standout contributors,
recognizing Dr. Jenan Salmeen from Kuwait for the "Best
Research" presentation. MENATOX recognized her
accomplishment with a 250USD gift card. Awarded also
were Dr. Sara AlQabandy from Kuwait for delivering the
"Best Oral" presentation, and Dr. Manar Al Shehi from Oman
for creating the "Best Poster."

Adding to the excitement, Dr. Mullins made a significant
announcement about the forthcoming publication. The
MENATOX24 abstracts, a treasure trove of cutting-edge
research, are set to be featured in Toxicology
Communications by Taylor and Francis Publishing. 

This not only recognizes the outstanding contributions of
the conference presenters but also ensures that their
valuable insights reach a wider audience, contributing to the
ongoing dialogue and advancement within the field of
clinical toxicology.



Socials Event
Gala Dinner
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The MENATOX Conference 2024 came
together for a special Gala Dinner at
Almayass Restaurant in Abu Dhabi on
February 9, 2024.

Colleagues in clinical toxicology, hailing from
different corners of the globe, gathered for a
night of collegiality and connection. The
evening featured a delightful regional menu
and lively music, creating a warm and vibrant
atmosphere.

More than just a social event, the Gala Dinner
provided a unique opportunity for
professionals to network and strengthen
bonds within the clinical toxicology
community.

As the night concluded, it left a lasting
impression—a testament to MENATOX's
commitment to collaboration, cultural
richness, and fostering friendships among
colleagues.

The Gala Dinner at Almayass was a unique
blend of international camaraderie, making it a
standout event in the conference.
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412
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92
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UAE (314) KSA (8) Qatar (3)

USA (4) Kuwait (8) Romania (1)

UK (3) Lebanon (7) Türkiye (3)

Algeria (1) Malaysia (1) Others (36)

India (1) Oman (22)
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526
Attendees

412 Delegates 

UAE (24) Kuwait (3) Qatar (4)

Bangladesh (1) Malaysia (1) Romania (2)

Canada (1) Morocco (2) Spain (1)

France (1) New Zealand (1) Tunisia (1)

India (1) Norway (1) Türkiye (1)

Iraq (1) Oman (9) UK (13)

Jordan (1) Pakistan (1) USA (15)

Kenya (1) Philippines (1)

KSA (4) Portugal (1)

92 Speakers
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Mobile App
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Newsletters (Samples)
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Social Media Platforms

All social media platforms dedicated to promoting the MENATOX Conference were meticulously crafted from the
ground up in November 2023.

268 followers
LinkedIn followers consist of highly-targeted
individuals with interests aligned with MENATOX.

1,951 accounts
reached
Since its inception, the Instagram and Facebook
accounts have a cumulative reach of 1,951 unique
accounts.
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Social Media (Sample Posts)

Posts
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Social Media (Sample Posts)

Reels
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Onsite Branding

LED Standby Display
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Onsite Branding

Stage Branding



Event Marketing42
M

EN
A

T
O

X
 C

O
N

FE
R

EN
C

E 
2

0
2

4
Onsite Branding

Welcome & Registration Signages
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Onsite Branding

Registration Counter
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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